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Gathering in Faith, Living in Hope, Serving in Love
. . . Blown by the Spirit
Trinity Family—What do we do now?
Our Call Committee is busy with the process of finding a new pastor for us. But for the next few
months, with the help of Pastor Dave, we are flying on our own. It’s an important time for us as we
regain our financial stability and depend on one another. We have what it takes to do this.
Jesus, after he washed the feet of his disciples on the night of the last supper, said “You should
also wash one another’s feet.” Of course, it’s not about foot washing. It’s about serving and loving each other. This is indeed a congregation full of love and service. Where do we start?









Come to church . . . Fill the pews . . . Be together.
Be supportive of the lay people who are leading, singing, and preaching. Mistakes will be
made. Be forgiving.
Continue our mission.
Sign up. Volunteer. Do a little thing. Or a big thing. If you see a mouse, buy a trap. If
you see a bat, run!
Continue giving generously so we can fulfill our mission and be financially secure.
Love and care for one another. Love the unlovable.
Pray

Things won’t be the same, and things won’t be perfect. But it is our imperfection that makes Trinity
such a beautiful place. Our imperfection draws us closer to God in our need for His love, guidance
and forgiveness.

COME WORSHIP WITH OUR
TRINITY FAMILY
Sunday Morning Worship
Traditional Service
9:00 a.m.
Coffee Fellowship/
Education Hour
10:00-11:00 a.m.
Praise Service
11:00 a.m.

Inside this issue:

1ST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
DECEMBER 30

We will gather together for
one service at 10:00 that morning
for a service of
Lessons and Carols.

January 6 is celebrated as Epiphany. Epiphany is the climax of the Advent/Christmas
Season and the Twelve Days of Christmas,
which are usually counted from the evening
of December 25 until the morning of January
6, which is the Twelfth Day. This year Epiphany falls on a Sunday, January 6.
In traditional Christian churches Christmas,
as well as Easter, is celebrated as a period of
time, a season of the church year, rather
than just a day. Christmas begins with Christmas Day, December 25, and lasts for Twelve
Days until Epiphany, January 6, which looks
ahead to the mission of the church to the
world in light of the Nativity.
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT
As we embrace New Year 2019, it is helpful to recall the many blessings of year 2018. The Trinity family has an extremely sound
foundation as evidenced by our diversity, vitality, and genuine acceptance of each other. God’s strong hand has strengthened and
cradled us through a year that unfolded in a much different manner than expected.
At the beginning of 2018, we knew that Pastor Paul would be retiring at the year’s end. We also knew we would be celebrating his
many years of ministry, as well as celebrating the 100th birthday of our beautiful building. What we didn’t know was the May 11 tragedy
of our beloved member Jim Jensen’s death. With the love of his church in mind, he supported Trinity’s ministry with funds that were
designated for other uses. Upon his passing, we learned that most of our funds were diverted to pay operating expenses. The reality
of Trinity’s existence was certainly tested during the following months … the outpouring of financial and moral support was incredible.
In a very strange way, Trinity has been bolstered by these very unfortunate circumstances.
Our Sunday morning attendance has been very steady and even growing with new faces every Sunday. And Trinity activities aren’t
just for Sundays, but all week long, as our members stream in to prepare the sacristy for communion, stuff the newsletter, attend and/
or teach Confirmation and the Wednesday youth group, join in for choir and bell choir practice, decorate the church, paint and repair,
prepare and cook for Saturday morning men’s group and the Christmas dinners, plus all of the other meals and ministries Trinity provides. Members also visit and bring communion to our shut-ins and to others in need or who are hospitalized.
As we anticipate 2019, we feel blessed for the many gifts Pastor Paul has shared with Trinity. His ministry showed us how to believe
in ourselves—to not only dream but to also put those dreams into action. Our congregation is as strong as it has ever been. We are
not a membership of like-minded individuals, but rather a membership that welcomes all and celebrates our uniqueness. As one member voiced, “we are a quirky congregation!”. How wonderful!
Considering Trinity’s unique financial position and Pastor Paul’s December 31, 2018 retirement, the 2019 approved budget provides a
road map to gaining financial strength and stability while also providing for: 1) congregational care, 2) vibrant worship experiences,
and 3) mission awareness and outreach.
During January – March (and possibly April) this will be accomplished by:
1) Temporary Ministries Coordinator Patty DenBeste who will be responsible for:
a. member contact, visitation, and administering communion to the shut-ins
b. member involvement in worship and various aspects of TLC ministries
c. worship planning and Sunday worship support
2) Administrative Assistant Jane Olorundami will help Ministries Coordinator with:
a. member contact, visitation, and administering communion to the shut-ins
b. member involvement in TLC ministries
c. worship planning
3) Sunday Supply Pastor
a. Pastor Dave will be responsible for opening church each Sunday morning
b. Pastor Dave will preach two times per month and will be available for funerals and baptisms
4) Sunday Services
a. Lay people will preach the other two Sundays per month
b. Lay people will help with service liturgy.
The Call Committee, comprised of Rob Bailey, Patrick Beyer, Owen Burrack (youth representative), Christy Clark, John DenBeste,
Shirley Luebke, Skip Meisner, Kerry Patterson, and Jim Sorvaag, has begun the initial phases of their task. This dynamic group will be
involving all of us as they develop the Trinity Lutheran profile. Please continue to keep the Call Committee and their search in your
prayers.
During this transition year, it is extremely important that we join the Trinity family on Sunday mornings as we worship together to
strengthen our faith and to support each other in our various journeys. We all remember the children’s hand story of “here’s the
church, here’s the steeple, open the door and see all the people” —-We are so much more than a church and steeple—We are God’s
people!
A heartfelt THANK YOU to each of you for the incredible ways you brighten our 100-year-old building!

ALTAR GUILD SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY
Pew Duty
Dave Carlson

Comm. Setup
Bev Anfinson

Altar Linens

Polishing

Connie Sunderman Volunteers?

Thank you to Tom & Karla Lohry for donating the communion wine that is used each week.
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THANK YOU FROM TRINITY’S SUNDAY SCHOOL
On December 9, our Sunday School youth presented Christmas from
Scratch during our 11:00 worship service.
THANK YOUS TO . . .



The Hughes/Olorundami ladies who directed this year’s program,
and to our preschool teachers for working with our little ones in preparing their pieces and song.



Amy Linder for her accompaniment of the musical and help with the
sound.



Parents & Youth for coming to rehearsals and learning their parts
for the program. They were AMAZING!!!



Pam Cook for getting the props together and creating the warehouse room, AND for providing the Christmas Goodie Bags for our
Sunday School youth.

A collection was taken during both worship services that day for the
ELCA Good Gifts project we have been using our Sunday School offering
for this year.
THANK YOU to everyone for donating to our project in the amount
of $555.00!!! Our Sunday School youth and leaders are deciding which
animals and how many animals will be purchased with these funds. Once
their decision is made, we will pass the info on to you.
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DOLLAR SUNDAY/FOOD BASKET
SUNDAY - JANUARY 6
Don’t forget to bring your $1 on Sunday,
January 6, for our Dollar Sunday donation to
the neighborhood dinner in December. The
total raised last year from our Dollar Sundays was $1,565.35 which was over our
$1,500 goal.
Please give generously on January 6 so we can start out
the year strong reach our goal. Please also remember to
bring non-perishable food items for our Food Basket which
will be donated to Midtown Family Community Center.
ONGOING MISSION PROJECTS
The Mission Committee has been very busy working on
several projects:
 Soles for Souls is a very productive project. Our congregation has donated 1,521 pairs of shoes to the organization to be refurbished and distributed to people in need.
Thanks to Jeri and Russ Snyder for transporting the
shoes.
 Food Cart - Please remember to bring nonperishable
food items for our Food Cart, which will be donated to
Midtown Family Community Center.
 Back Door Ministry - Please donate to this fund when
you can. Donations are given to The Micah Project to be
used in assisting people with a variety of needs.
 Hy-Vee Receipts - The box to collect Hy-Vee receipts is
out on the table in the narthex. The receipts can be collected through April 30, 2019. Any receipts that you
have collected over the summer months or earlier in the
year will not be accepted.
 WARMING SHELTER, located at 703 West 5th Street, is
a temporary emergency shelter during the winter months
for those who are homeless. Trinity is aware of their need
for food and other supplies and has started a fund for
these needs. If you would like to donate to The Warming
Shelter, you can mark your donation as such and you will
be given credit on your envelope number. For more information on how you can volunteer in other ways, please
contact Joe Twidwell at 712-253-9273.
The Mission Committee is always looking for new members to
join us. Please contact Jane at church or any of the Mission
Committee members if you are interested. We’d love to have
you join us.
PLEASE GIVE AS YOU CAN!
WE APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT!

SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE
THRU CHRISTMAS
December 30

No Sunday School

January 6

10:00 Kick off the New Year

Confirmation, Chancel and Handbell Choir practices
will start up again on January 9.
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SUNDAY MORNING CLASS SCHEDULE
STARTING JANUARY 6
10:00

Cherub Choir (3 yrs. old to Kindergarten)
Amen/Chime Choirs (1st-5th grades)
10:15
Sunday School for youth age 3 thru Middle School
Adult/High School Sunday School
Stepping Stone 4 - My Bible Classes Continue
Adult/High School Sunday School features fresh coffee,
tasty doughnuts and friendly discussion in-between our worship services. If you are new to Bible study and maybe a little
unsure, this welcoming group is a wonderful place to start.
The coffee is hot and the donuts are yummy!
Come and join us!
Reminders and messages are sent
out by email daily, as it is a fast
and easy way to contact you.
Please call the church office and let
Jane know what your email address is OR email Jane at
jane.olorundami@wisynod.org.

CANCELLATIONS DUE TO WEATHER!
Evening activities will be cancelled if the Sioux City public
schools let out early or are cancelled due to snow or cold weather
conditions.
If the weather turns bad after school has already been released for the day, watch your local TV stations or check TV station websites for current cancellations. We will post the notice
with the TV stations as soon as we make the decision to cancel.
If weather conditions are bad on Sunday mornings, use the
same information as above to check for cancellations or changes
to worship service schedule. Always check before heading out.

FAMILY BIBLE STUDY
Trinity families will meet on Sunday,
January 6, at 5:00 p.m. at the home of
Brett & Sadie Heaton, 3930 Douglas
Street, for a study on Philip Yancy’s book
The Jesus I Never Knew (chapter 6).
They will serve travelling tacos. Bring your
kids and a side dish to share.

TRINITY MEN’S
GROUP meets every
Saturday at 9:00
a.m. in the Gathering
Grounds. Come and
enjoy a good breakfast and fellowship
with other men from
Trinity.
Come when you can!
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RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED: Lennice Carlson, Micki Benjamin
REMEMBER THESE IN PRAYER . . .
(Each week we pray daily for the members and friends of Trinity)
01/06 - Barbara Holtze; David “Rex” Holtze; Dan & Vickie Holzrichter and Ben, Sam & Rina; Phyllis Holzrichter; Brady & Natalie
Hughes and Haddie & Carver
01/13 - Jamie & Jennifer Hughes and Crete & Crimson; Nathanial & Kaylee (Evers) Humberson; Brenda Husman; Jerry & JoAnn
Jackson; Beverly Jenkins
01/20 - Karen Jensen; Jeff & Teresa Johnson and Cameron; Jerry & Pat Johnson; Jodi Johnson and family; Maizie Johnson
01/27 - Gerald & Deb Jorgensen; Brad & Jill Jurgens and Joseph & Evelyn; Brendan Kelly and Mackenzie; Janet Kelly; Dean &
Nancy Kent and family

PRAYER CONCERNS
Wayne Kroger
Barb Bobier
Bill Van Osdel
Ella Swanson
Diane Plum
Maxine Durig

Doug Walker
Ann Stump
Barbara Holtze
Larry Kukuk
Mary Hansen
Lennice Carlson

Bobbie Myers
Yvonne Church
Ardis Bosteder
Owen Crabtree
Levi Weber
Micki Benjamin



To everyone who purchased poinsettias for the sanctuary and to
the decorating team for their efforts in decorating the sanctuary.



To John Luebke and our Trinity music directors and choir members for presenting The Spirit of Christmas on December 7. It
was an amazing musical event with all of the Christmas story
characters telling their vision of the night of Jesus’ birth. Thank
You also to Christy Clark for writing the story and helping John
with the production. There were many members involved in the
production of this event and, of course, our soloists and special
guest, Blake Meacham. Look for it again in December 2019!



To Teresa, Kevin, John & Jeff and everyone else who helped in
any way with the Neighborhood Christmas Dinner. It was another wonderful year of serving our neighbors!



A heartfelt thank you for prayers, visits, cards and your thoughtful caring words. It meant a lot to me and my family.
Gail Anfinson

l
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Call Jane in the church office
if you would like Trinity’s
Prayer Partners to pray for
you or a loved one.

We celebrated new life in the
church on Sunday, December 16,
through the Sacrament of Holy
Baptism of Owen Tyler Crabtree,
who was born March 15, 2018, to Emily Amick-Sorvaag
and Kevin Crabtree. His sponsors are Karen “Gigi” Sorvaag, Bill Amick, Jim Sorvaag and Misty Shipper.
We welcome Owen into the family of God and into our Trinity family.

Trinity’s staff wishes to thank
our members for the cards and
gifts sent to us this Christmas
season and for your continued
support throughout the year.
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November Attendance/Offerings

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
Financial Overview
November 2019








Balance in our checking account on 11/30/19 was $66,740.70.
 Of that amount, $54,609.23 is “Without Donor Restrictions”
 $12,131.47 is the balance in the accounts “With Donor Restrictions” (Overall Funds received since May 11, 2018 for designated or
specific restrictions minus expenses).
Our Baird account balance is $34,362.05 ($25,000 for Dible Endowment
and $9,362.05 for Building Maintenance).
Trinity received General Operating Income and In-Kind Income for the
month of November in the amount of $14,781.55, with Operating Expenses for the month totaling $15,841.21 for a net operating loss of
1,059.66 in November.
We also received $7,683.00 in Donations With Restrictions and expended $4,697.80 from these Restricted funds in November.

We will update you in January on the final Income and Expenses for the year.
Thank you again for your financial support during this year.

Nov. 4
Nov. 11
Nov. 18
Nov. 21
Nov. 25

173
181
130
65
168
Total
Other Income
Holiday Bazaar
Total

$ 4,592.11
$ 2,364.00
$ 3,114.30
$ 233.00
$ 2,437.00
$12,740.41
470.00
930.00
$14,140.41

Building Fund Deposits

$ 2,475.00

Special thanks to Christy Batien Clark for her assistance this year with writing
checks and to the entire Finance Committee for watching over the finances
and preparing the Budget for 2019. The new Budget will begin on January 1,
2019.
Please feel free to contact me or any member of the Finance Committee with
any questions you may have.
Prepared by Linda Phillips
lindak55@aol.com

The Annual Meeting has been scheduled for
Sunday, January 27, in-between worship services. Annual Reports will be available for your
review on Sunday, January 20.
Committee Chairs need to have their year-end
reports turned in to the church office by
SUNDAY, JANUARY 27 January 11.

10:00-11:00 a.m.

All contributions that you wish to have qualify for
2018 Income Tax purposes must be received no
later than Monday, December 31.
Donations must be delivered or mailed and postmarked by December 31 in order to claim a charitable contribution for 2018. Checks written in December 2018 and placed in the church offering
during worship services in 2019 will not qualify for
a charitable contribution deduction in 2018.
Take some of the stress out of your Christmas season; send your
gifts early, and prevent the last-minute frenzy!
Wishing each of you, and all of your loved ones, the most blessed
Christmas, and a happy, healthy and prosperous 2019.
The Trinity Lutheran - January 2019

2019 OFFERING ENVELOPES
Your box of offering envelopes for 2019 will be
available to pick up on December 9. Please
stop by the table in the narthex and pick up your
box of envelopes and any others that you can
deliver. You will need to use these envelopes
beginning in January. (Simply Giving and Easy
Tithe members will not receive a box of envelopes unless you request one.)
If you have joined our church family this year,
you will receive a box as well. If for some reason you cannot find your box of envelopes,
please call the church office.

THE GIFT OF GENEROSITY
This holiday season, we thank everyone who has supported
Trinity’s ministries this past year with their time, talent and
financial contributions, and look forward to support from all
of our members in the year ahead. If you need a convenient
way to make regular offerings, we encourage you to look
into our electronic giving options. As the pace of life speeds
up, you may find electronic giving a most welcome way to
make contributions. Contact the church office for more information.

Page 8

The Spirit of Christmas
at Trinity

A Vision of
Christmas
Program
Goodie
Extravaganza!
Neighborhood
Christmas Dinner
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

TRINITY’S STAFF
Temporary Pastor: David Carlson
Admin. Assistant: Jane Olorundami
Organist: Shirley Luebke
Director of Choral Music: John Luebke
Praise Team Director: Amy Linder
Handbell/Chime Choir Director: Kerry Patterson

TRINITY’S LEADERS
Council President: Mary Ellen Hartman
Cherub Choir Dir.: Jane Olorundami
Amen Choir Director: Joanna Meehan
Mission: Jeri Snyder
Spiritual Growth Chair: Pam Cook
Property Chair: Russ Snyder
Trinity Women’s Fellowship Chair: Jane Olorundami

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE
Www.trinitylutheranchurchsc.org

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
1122 JACKSON STREET
SIOUX CITY, IOWA 51105
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Office Hours: 9:00-4:00 M-F
Office: 712-258-0519
Trinity’s Email: siouxcity.trinity@wisynod.org
The Trinity Lutheran - January 2019
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TRINITY WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP (TWF)
FUNERAL SERVER TEAMS
THANK YOU to the women who signed up to help serve funeral lunches and/or bake cakes. We had enough women to create four
teams of 4-5 people, plus we have a Saturday team and many who volunteered to bake cakes.
Team 1: Connie Sunderman, Glenda Carstensen, Phyllis Holzrichter, Vickie Holzrichter, Jenice Suggitt, Marlene McPherson
Team 2: Mary Hansen (coordinator), Barb Curry, Gail Berger, Jeanie Nichols, Bitsy Corrie
Team 3: Patty Den Beste (coordinator), Marcia Giffrow, Gail Anfinson, Barb Cain, Jeri Snyder, Karen Goodwin
Team 4: Bev Anfinson (coordinator), Shirley McLeod, Jane Olorundami, Shirley Luebke, Jeanne Grohn
Saturday Team: Ardella Doerr, Deb Martin, Pam Cook, Barb Stansbury, Michelle Matney, Mary Ellen Hartman, Cindy Weber,
Karen Rhodes
Cake: If you signed up to bake a cake, you will be called on a rotating basis.

CHRISTMAS GOODIE
EXTRAVAGANZA RESULTS
Thank you to everyone who sold or bought
tickets, baked, sorted goodies onto plates, and
worked on Saturday. Our ticket sales were
close to last year — $1,630!!!
A 10% tithe will be donated to the Food Bank
of Siouxland, and the remaining balance will
be used for our Trinity ministries.
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO
SUPPORTED THIS YEAR’S EVENT!

NEW YEAR’S
BIBLE STUDY
FOR WOMEN
Patty Den Beste will be leading a 3-week
study based on 1 Corinthians, Samuel and
Psalms called Let Us Pray on Tuesdays,
January 15, 22 & 29, at Noon and 5:15.
Watch for the sign-up sheet in January!



Daily devotional books are available for you to take home? They are
in the display stands on the table in the narthex and by the side entrance to the sanctuary.



The church office will close at 2:00 on Monday, December 31, and
be closed on Tuesday, January 1, for the New Year’s Holiday.



If you ordered poinsettias for the sanctuary, you can pick them up
anytime after the Christmas Eve services?



All activities will resume in January? Check out the January calendar inside this newsletter for dates and times of all the activities at
Trinity.



There are 2019 calendars on the table in the narthex. Feel free to
pick one up.



The 2019 Altar Flower Chart is up on the bulletin board in the Narthex? If you would like to give the altar flowers in memory of or in
honor of a loved one, please sign up on the chart. The cost of the
flowers is $32 per Sunday. You can place your payment in an envelope marked “Altar Flowers” or write “Altar Flowers” on the memo line
of your check.



The Food Bank of Siouxland’s Empty Bowls Dinner & Auction is
scheduled for Friday, February 1, at the Delta Hotel Center in South
Sioux? Tickets are available beginning December 14 by calling 712255-9741.

BLESSING BAG MISSION PROJECT

A New Year BLESSING
May the Lord bless you and always keep you.
May heaven’s light shine on all that you do.
May health and happiness come your way and
love fills your heart throughout each day.
God is with you,
God is your God,
God will strengthen you,
God will help you,
God will uphold you.
The Trinity Lutheran - January 2019

The women of Trinity will be starting a new mission project in
January, which we hope our Trinity family will support.
We will be asking for donations of certain items to place in a Ziploc
bag which can be given out to someone in need. Once we have
gathered all of the items needed, we will set a date to put the bags
together.
These bags will be made available to our members to take and
keep in your car, so if you see someone in need, you can bless
them with some items that might be useful to them. We will also
be keeping some bags in the church office to hand out to those in
need.
We hope to be a blessing to someone and brighten their day!
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Sun

Mon

Tue

1

Wed

2

Thu

3

Fri

4

Sat

5
9:00 Men’s Group
9-1/5-8 SDAC

No Wednesday
Night Activities
Church Office
Closed

6 Epiphany of 7

8

6:30-9:30 Stitching
Group

9

10

11

Our Lord
9:00 Trad. Serv.
10:00 Educ. Hr.
11:00 Praise Serv.
5:00-7:00 Family
Bible Study
7:00 SDAC

9:00 Men’s Group/
Take Down Christmas Decorations

9:30 Project Day

7:00 SDAC

5:15 Chancel
Choir
6:00 Confirmation
6:15 Handbells
7:00 Youth Group

15

16

5:00 SYC

13Baptism of 14

9-1/5-8 SDAC

17

18

Our Lord
9:00 Trad. Serv.
10:00 Educ. Hr.
11:00 Praise Serv.
7:00 SDAC

19
9:00 Men’s Group

12:00/5:15
Women’s Bible
Study on Prayer

after Epiphany

11:00 Abigail
Circle

6:00 Council Mtg.
7:00 SDAC

5:15 Chancel
Choir
6:00 Confirmation
6:15 Handbells
7:00 Youth Group

6:30-9:30 Stitching
Group

22

23

24

5:00 SYC

20 2nd Sun. 21
9:00 Trad. Serv.
10:00 Educ. Hr.
11:00 Praise Serv.
7:00 SDAC

12

9:30 Project Day
12:00/5:15
Women’s Bible
Study on Prayer

27 3rd Sun. 28

25

26
9:00 Men’s Group
9-1/5-8 SDAC

7:00 SDAC

5:15 Chancel
Choir
6:00 Confirmation
6:15 Handbells
7:00 Youth Group

29

30

5:00 SYC

9-1/5-8 SDAC

31

after Epiphany
9:00 Trad. Serv.
10:00 Educ. Hr.
11:00 Praise Serv.
7:00 SDAC

12:00/5:15
Women’s Bible
Study on Prayer
5:00 SYC
6:00 Miriam Circle
7:00 SDAC
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5:15 Chancel
Choir
6:00 Confirmation
6:15 Handbells
7:00 Youth Group
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